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~ WINDSOR

Inquiry Into Conduct
of Its Officers. .

Nothing 1o Prevent Trusty
Going Into-Mrs Rogers’ Gell,

Had-the Full Run of the
West Corridor.

Harold W. Harpin, formerly a guard,
and John E. Proctor, up to last spring
deputy warden at the Vermont state
prison_at \Windsor, were examined in
Iioston thls morning by the conuniveion
which .. making an investigation Into
the conduct of the institution.

They testitied to the fact that supplles
were apparently being taken from the
prisor by E., W, Oakes, the superintend-
ent, and also described tue absence of
attention to the management and ddis-
cinline of the prison by the superintend-
ent.  Prisoners, they said, did ouside
work in the garden of John Oakes #nd
also In that of warden IZdwin D, Harpin.

The conduct of the prison with refer-
ence to Mary Rogers, the murderess
condemned to death, came up with an
inquiry bascd on the statements that
Vernon Rogers, a “trusty’” in the
prison, had made keys which gainel
him access during the daytime to the
cell occupled by Mrs Rogers. Neither
Mr Harpin nor Mr Proctor Knew
whether Vernon R._crs had been in
AMrs Rogers' cell, but they stated there
was no one to prevent aim making keys
to fit the old-faghioned locks on the
doors of the ccll in the west corridor,
where Mrs Rogers was confined, and
spending part of the day in the cell.

Gov Bell Prison Commissioners
C. A. J. Safford and N. G. Williams
conducted the inquiry in a room at
Young’s hotel this torenocon. Atty Gen
Fitts acted as counsel for the commis-
slon, Judge C. S. Palmer of Burlington
represented E. W. Oakes, formerly su-
perintendent, and J. C. Enwright of
Windsor protected {he interests of Ex-
Warden I2dwin D. Harpin.

Harold . Iarpin, son of the ex-
warden, - testifled that he was employed
as a guard, but was discharged in
March at the time his_father was re-
moved by Supt Oakes, He was on duty
nights, in. the. corridor of the wing in
which ’Mury Rogers was confined.

In the -gossip of Windsor young-Har-
pin, who'is only 19, figured. He testi-
fled this morning that he did not have
2 key to Mrs Rogers' cell while he was
on duty, and was never called to her
cell during the night. He passed it
every two hours and it was his duty
t(i) llwk in to see that the woman wag all
right. .

The witness sald he had seen prison-
ers at work in Oakes’ garden, and also
working in the garden of John Oakes,
the superintendent's brother. ~Asked if
he had ever secen supplies taken from
the prison, young Harpin said he-had
seen Supt Oankes' son-ihclaw, Dr.Bur-
bridge, on Sunday taking away il cans
when he visited the prison in his auto-
mobile. 4

Hurpia declared that neither he nor
his father had ever taken anything
away from tnc prison. . R

Aslied about the opportunities Ver-
non Rogets. a trusted prisoner, had to
gain access to AMrs Eogers cell, youn®
Har)’)in said:

**Vernon Rczers had the run of the
prison excepting the workshop. He
was employzd in the west corridor, but
he went tu the engine room hnd tu
other parts of the prison when he
wished.

*During the day he had the west cor-
ridor to himseclf. There was o guarit
in the corridos nor was tllere any super-
vision during the day. I used to lock
Vernon Rogers up at 9 p m,

“The locks on the doors to Mrs
Rogers' cell were old-fashioned, and
Vernon Rogers could have gone to the}
too! house and obtiained wire or any-
ihing else from which he could have
made a key.”

Atty Gen Fitts asked: “With the old
fashioned locks in that part of the
prison, and with no supervision, was
there anything to keep Vernon Ragers
and Mrs Rogers apart except their per-
sonal honor?"”’

*“That was all there was,”
Harpin.

When he was on duty during the day-
time in the guardroom, Mr Harpin said
he had no instructions to look down the
west corridor to see what was going
on there. From where Warden Harpin's
desk stood the witness sald it was lw-
possible to see the west corridor,

John E. Proctor, now living in_Boston,
said he was a guard at the Windsor
prison from May, 1300, until September,
1901, and after that was in charge of

said Mr

the prisoners in the shop untii a few
months before he left, when he wag
appointed deputy warden:

He testified that during his more than !
three years of duty in the shop, Supt.
QOakes only went there four times on
business, hls other visits being when he
was showing personal friends over the
fnstitution. All cases for discipline were
referred to Warden Harpin, the superin-
tendent heing rarely consulted.

Mr Proctor said the superintendent
was in his office for about an hour and
a half during the forenoon and some-
times he would not be seen for two
or three days. Several times when he
wished to consult him Mr Proctor said
he had to telephone to a store In the
wvillage for thé superintendent.

Asked if he knew of any bitter feel-
ing between Oakes and Harpin, Mr
Proctor said not until less than a year
before he left, when the superintendent
ordered him not to go to the warden
for certain orders.

He sald he never heard of any effort
on Harpin's part to secure Oakes’ place.

Mr Proctor said he saw Supt Oakes
come from the cold storage room with
some steak in a lo-qiuart pail, and later
take a bundlc to his buggy and’ drive
away, the inference being that the su-

erintendent had taken the supplies

rom the prison.+ Ee had also seen Dr

Burbridge, the superintendent’s son-in-
law, taking an oll can from the prison
to_his automobile.

Supt Oakes has a summer home &t
jake Sunapee, and It has been.alleged
by various witnesses that he sent sup-

f;ca from the grlson to his cottage.
ﬁr Proctor stated that he knew nothing
about that beyond the fact that he had
heard John Ogzkes say he “must ship
some stuff to Sunapee.”’ ,

“Mr Harpin was always_ where: he
could be found when nceded, but 1
could rarely find Mr Oakes,” said the
witness, “Mr Harpiffi was much more
popular with the prison officers.

“RBefore going to Windsor.I was em-
loyed for several years In the Rhade
sland ‘state prison. It struck me as
extraordinary when they placed n death
watch over Mary Rogers that two men
should have been employed and no
woman assigned to the dug.

#1 knew about Vernon Rogers but
did not know that he was charged with
having frequented Mrs Rogers’ cell un-
i1 after I left the prison. ut him in
solitary confinement upon Mr Oaldes'
orders,: but I thought it was because
he had been using an oil stove in his

cell. . s

“Vernon Rogers had plenty of oppor-
tunity to get whatever tools he needed
to open the locks, and as no.one was
uty or ,watch‘ng_ the west corridor
there was nothing- to

in their cells 'werc allowed tiles and
ols they required. They
whatevér to wthte:t 5‘&1‘“-"
r said one o e officers
rd Pmctt&rrled. was ratlier attentlve
of the table girls four years
ago, and he saw them together a good
doai mbout the prison. [¥L(R Ona SHcor
room he
e ot upstairs on his way to the

oft!
creep Bothe where the woman

part of the building

ed. .
"'&ii"iﬁ?&'« were not mentloned, but

were gliven-to the stenographer to be
Kept secret untll the two have an op-
portunity to testify.

The witness said the woman was dls-
charged, but reinstated some eight
months later. ’

Mr Proctor described the punishment
of a prisoner named DManchester, “by
warden Harpin, because he had villlfled
Supt Oakes, The prisoner was holsted
from his feet with his wrista, bound
unti! he promised not to denounce the
superiutendent agaln. -

he witness sald he resigned his place
because he felt aggrieved at Supt Oakes
for not giving him the post of warden
atter the discharge of Edwin D. Har-

pin. .

“I told him what I thought of him,
but I had nothing agninst him after I
left the prison, *said Mr Proctor.

During the cross-examination by at-
torney Enwright, representing Ex-
AWarden Harpin, Mr Proctor repeated
gossip he had heard In the village that
one of the guard of Mrs ‘Rogers had
held the murderess on his kvee,

Judge Palmer, acting for Ex-Supt
Oakes, protested. .

“This 131 the most outrageous admis-
ston of village gossip for evidence that
I have ever seen,” sald Judge Palmer
hotly. “If I were.in the place of the
men mentioned I would get a gatling
gun for those people. This man_spoken
of is one of the cleanest men in Windsor
county, and I protest against the ad-
n‘ﬁsslon of, this libelous and false gos-
sip.” .

Commissioner Williams asked a few
questions which brought out the fact
that there was no foundation for the
remarK that Vernon Rogers, the pris-
oner, was responsible for the statement
that the guard had been affectionate
toward Mrs Rogers. N

“We only- wish to show that there is
no truth In this gossip,” said Commis-
sloner Willlams. *“We wished to sec if
this witness knew anything more than
the gossip of Windsor village. That
was alt.” =

Atty Enwright explained that while
he did not believe the story, it came
to him in an aflidavit made by Alvah
Sanderson, Sanderson deposing that
Vernor Rogers said he had seen Mrs
Rogers secated on”the guard's knee.

Judge Palmer attempted to show that
Mr Pioctor's testimony was due to his
hostility toward Ex-Superintendent
Onlkes, but the witness said he was only
disappointed when he did not get the
pri:lvlmo(mn, but did not harbor any ill
will, P

This afternoon Atty Gen Fitts secured
from-general freight agent Donovin of
the Poston & Malne raliroad a schedule
of rates to be used in showing the cost
of supplies. -

There are no other witnesses to be
examineu in Beston, and the hearing 1s
to be resumed in Vermont,
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