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" THE YERMONT DRISON.
ITHE DISCIPLINE AND ROUTINE.

Phair, ‘the Alleged Murdeler—
Other Noted Criminals,

Tho Vermont State I’rison, in the ancient and
historic town of Windsor, was established in 1808,
or elght years Inter than the old one soon to e
vucated heren Magsachusetts.  When tirst erected
it was a huge stone building containing only forty-
pix cells, and many of the rude fcatures of tlo in-
stitution in those days are »till retained
That the prison is an exception to many
in sceurity 8 evident fromu the fact that
duri=g the seventy years it has been in use nota
single prisoner has ever escaped. At firat tho cells
were made large enough for several pereons 1o oc-
cupy, were dark and dismal, and into them the
light of day never entered, the third story ouly
having windows. This seived the purpose until
1830, when nnother wing was added, containing
1C4 cells, a chapel, cooh-room and othier bnildings,
but crime inereased so fast in Vermont that ic was
necesaury 10 enlarge the accomnodations, and in
1875 the old prison was taken dova aund n news
wing added, containing fifty-six cells, eight of
which were designed for females, and thico used
as *“rolitary,” making in all 160 cells available,
'J‘l‘ne hospitn}, which 13 convenient, iv in tius new
wing.

1n respect to the Vermont prison as a roforma-
tory institution it has, of late years, malde littlo
progress; yet by a comgparison with twenty-live
yeers ago it shows o rapid advancemont in tie con-
dition of 1its aitaiig, in a pecumary as well as hu-
mane view, The manngement, under superin-
tendent Spencer, is adunrable in overy respect.
Tho utmost ditigence of the men st theh labor,
and the alacrity with which every duty Is per-
formed, at once sirike the visitor as remarable.
Many of the | risoners when received are unnble to
esthcr read o0 wiite, and the Superintondent has
started an ovening school, where all who wish io
can attend two evenings cach weak, It is under
the charge of one of tho keepers, Mr, Hull, There
are some elght classes, all the way from A, B,
U to those in mithmetic snd granunar, ‘Lhe
classes are taught by the mors advanced con-
vieis, rome of whom give evidence of cultureand
refinement, ‘The attendnnce averages ahous sixty,
The quiet order and deep interest taken by the
men in their lessons is remurkable, 1lore are men
in the mime of Jife Jearning their alphabet, one
man, the father of eipht cluldren, about sixty
veurs 0°d, has just learned to read, amd s making
rapid progress, A young man, formerly from Mne-
8 1¢l usetts, but sentenced from Windham County,
ac18 as the principal of the school; ke tales the
last swanty minuces in giving fustruction on the
blneh bonrd in punctuation and some of the
rules in spelling, wrnuug, ete, holding the
close attention of the mer. Mr. Sponcer spnres
neither time nor labor to promots the good of the
piisoners; he is a Christinn man, aud feels thut in
Ing position a grent responsibitity 14 resting on
him. The change within the past six months in
the discipline and genoral nspeet of the whole in-
stitution is very percoptible: neutness, order spd
quietness everywhero prevail; the discipling 14
strict, without heing severo or eruel, and the men
are madoe to feel that every onder i3 infuthble, and
must be obeyed. Punishment, when necessiry, 13
1 eted out in such a manuer that 1t is reldom re-
peated to the samo mun, They all “have a goml
omnion of the luw,” and some will, in thuoe, “fecl
the halter draw,”

Probably the most noted eriminal in the institn-
tion is solin ', Phair, the allegad murdoerer ot a
woman near Rutland, and whose repricve was se-
cured through the eftorts of THE GLunk only
about an hour befors the time et for his execu-
tion. It will be remembered that on the mormuy
ot tha dav on which Phair was 1o have been hange:
‘I'ne Gropp contained an oxelusive nccount of tho
condemned man's statement, and that some of his
declarutions were corroborated by a reputable gen-
tleman, who cln'med to have met amd conversed
with him on the cars between Loston and I'rovi-
dence, Subsequent investizations on the part of
I GrosL resuited in developing sutilvient (hi-
cumstances to warrent a reasonable belief that
Phair vas innocent, and this question is to he
lepally determined by the Yermont fLegislature
next Uctober.

A he other prisoners conflned in Windso: charged
with capital erimes are Graselin, the Wenthor--
fleld murderer, Hayden, the Derby Tane murderer,
und Magoon, the Barre murderer. Of tho other
noted criminals in the institution is Miles, the
Barre bank robber, who is in for a fourteen years’
semtenco.
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