W. D. Crane’s Diary

June 24th 1909 (Thursday)


Left the house at 8:30. After getting our steamer chairs we went to see our staterooms. Then Dadie sent me to get seats in the dining room.  The first man I spoke to said something in French and then seeing I was not a Frenchman he said something about not getting them until 2:00 or 3:00 oclock. Later I tried another steward who remarked “C’est le premier jour” I said “O oui”! and retired. Dadie then went down and succeeded very well. 


I met Mr. Fernald, he is going to sit at our table. Also MR. Pizzerelo and Mr. Gourd are on board. 


I wrote a letter to Dorothy, a post to Cora, they, Anne, Mr. Handley.


The writing room is beastly hot but it is very cool on deck, not cold yet.


Mama has just received a letter from Kay which I think relieves her considerably.


We had a very nice lunch at which M- was present.


After lunch I read a book called the Invisible Man which is very good. I got it from the ship’s library.


I met a very nice man and we talked for about a half hour. He came from out west somewhere.


It is not at all rough and mother is still on deck feeling alright.


A Frenchman and said something about “bibliothéque.” I inferred that he wanted to know where the library was so I pointed over my shoulder and said “lá.” He looke bewildered and said “O oui!” 

Monday July 5th 1909


Went out shopping with M- in morning, changed the socks and bought neckties. M- gave me a ----- purple one.


I went up the “Arch de Trioumphe” in the afternoon. It only cost you 50c to go up and you get a perfectly wonderful view from the top. I got two pictures. It’s the dickens of a climb to the top because its pitch dark and you have to guess where the next step is. Several times I ran into people coming down that I didn’t see. Then I walked over to the Eiffel Tower and after getting to the first platform I didn’t see any place to get a ticket for the next one as I couldn’t say it in French.  I missed two cars while I was thinking what to say. At last I went up to a French and remarked “Je desire un billet pour le seconde étage.” He sprang from his seat as if he had been shot and led me to another man who was fearfully sour but at last consented to give me a ticket. I got the rest of the way alright and was down again when I took a “fiaere” to Columbus Rue Canlon, where I was to meet M- and D- and Kay. I only gave the “coacher” 15 c pour loir and whew! how he did swear at me I had some caking ice cream and cake.


Then we drove back to the hotel and went to bed early. 

Tuesday July 6th 1909


Beastly day, hard rain. Dadie has gone golfing and it doesn’t look very promising for him. M- and I went to the gallerie Lafayette, where M- bought various small things. 


We then went home to a very nice lunch. After lunch it was still raining. M- and I started in to have a very stupid afternoon, when about 2:30 Kay turned up to go shopping. We started in a taxi cab. Then we got a little ride from out of town in Madame’s carriage, then we did some more shopping and after leaving M- at the hotel Kay and I went off to 4 ave where I left Kay and came back.

In the evening we went to Madame Payen’s for dinner.

Monday July 12th 1909


We left the hotel about 9:00 after unpacking half a lunch to get Kay’s ------. I almost walked off with the key of my room. 


We took a train at King Cross station at 10 am. After a very pleasant trip of about 10 hours we arrived at Perth. After supper Dadie and I went out to try and get M-‘s birthday present. Most of the shops were closed off so we didn’t get anything. At 9:30 it was so light that they didn’t have the lights on and we could have read outside until almost 10 o’clock. I saw a picture of the station hotel at Dornoch and some tennis courts in front of it. Except for the courts it looked frightfully bare. 

Wednesday July 14th 1909


Got up about 8:15 and had breakfast. Then Dadie and I went up to look at the lakes. He played and I strolled home and read most of the morning. In the afternoon we went for a walk and hired two bicycles, corkers. Then Kay and I went for a ride, during which I took some pictures. We had tea in our sitting room and afterwards M- and I went out and took some pictures because the sun is still bright up to about 7:30 and at 8:00 in the dining room they had to pull down the shades to keep out the sun. I left six pictures to be developed and printed. 

Thursday July 15th 1909


Today started out ot be nice but soon it clouded up. M- Kay and I went for a long walk, or rather M- and Kay because I rode my bicycle. We had some crackers and chocolate in the woods. I took some pictures and then we went back to the hotel.  In the afternoon Kay and I went for a bike ride and got back in time for tea. In the evening we sat around and I went to bed about 10:15. 
Friday July 16th 1909


I got up early and got some pictures of the soldiers which I left with the old man. Dadie and I went off to play golf. He beat 3 up. Fine links. 18 holes. 


After lunch came I went for a very long bicycle ride down the station rode. It was uphill and against the wind, but it was not so bad as we coasted most of the way back. We went passed the little fishing village called “Enlo” and got some wonderful views. We passed such scenery as this. When we got back we went to the old man to get my pictures. They weren’t quite dry but we saw them and only one was good. After tea Dadie and I played 9 holes of golf accompanied by M- and Kay. Great fun. Went to bed about 10:00.

Saturday July 17th 1909


Nice sunny day but beastly windy. Kay and I went down to the beach to try and find a sheltered place to sit in and we were unsuccessful until Dadie appeared on the scene and then we found quite a nice place. The tide was coming in fearfully fast. 


After lunch I went off to investigate a new road, and after riding down it for some time I overtook a scotchman who informed me that it led to “Little Ferry”, a place where there is a ferry across one part of “Dornoch Firth.” He was going fishing.

I went back to Station Road and got back about 3:15. I was then informed I was to fill a vacated place in a match with Dadie and the two Newton fellows. 


After tea we went to play the match. I played with the eldest one against dadie and the other. After a corking game we beat them 3 up. The Newtons are awfully nice fellows.

Sunday July 18th 1909 


Very windy, otherwise fine. We went to church in a seat of hall, very nice service. The organist, when we came in, was playing a selection from some opera which she kept playing over and over again until the service began. 


Went for a walk after service with M-, Kay, Dadie, Miss Newton, Mrs. N- over the golf links in back by the woods. We past the Earl’s Cross, which Kay and I photographed after lunch.


I went for a walk with M- after supper. 

Monday July 19th 1909


Sunny but very windy. I left my pictures with the old man.


After breakfast Dadie bought me a pair of very heavy, low shoes with short spikes in them. About ten o’clock we went off to play a round of golf, he smeared me. Afterwards I got the pictures I’d left before breakfast. There were five good. In the afternoon I went for a stroll with M- and later played a round of golf with myself. There were so many matches going on that I quitted after ten holes and went down and sat at the beach with M-, Kay, and Mrs. Newton. 
Tuesday July 20th 1909


Pouring rain all morning. In the afternoon it rained for about an hour then cleared up. After tea I went to the links just to fool around for a bit. After I had driven about three balls, an Englishman with a caddy hailed me and asked me if I’d play a round with him. I agreed and as there was a great crowd on the first tea we started on the 14th, he started out very badly and I won the first two holes but then he bucked up and played splendidly. On about the 16th hole he remarked to me, “ I say, don’t call me sir, I’m a soldier, my name is major Goldsmith, what’s yours?” I told him and we went on playing. On the next tee I suddenly arose from fixing his ball and jumped at the caddy with “I say, is your name Ar-rchie?” The caddy looked bewildered and denied that appellation.


“What! Henry?” and again the major Caddy, “No”


Major- “Well what is it?”


The caddy stuttered William something at which the major began “ Well William what do you do up here? Are you a fisherman?” 


“Yes sir,” replied the caddy in a rather surprised tone.


“Ever been to England?”


“No sir.”


“What? Not as far as Edinburgh?”

“No sir.”


After that we went on a bit, when he asked the caddy if he’d like to caddy for him all the time. The caddy said yes and the major said “Well William, if you caddy for me, you’ll have to keep the balls cleaner than they are now.”


We had a fine game and he beat me 6 up. 


I went to the Carnegie library with Kay before supper and took out a book.

Wednesday July 28th 1909


In the morning Dadie and I played a round of golf.


In the afternoon M- Dadie Kay, Mrs. Newton, and N. Newton and myself went for a picnic to Torboll Falls. It was a fine drive there and as there was a large party already picnicking on the regular spot we went further along the road and struck this spot. 


We had a fine picnic and afterwards Noel Newton and I built a bonfire. 


Fine drive home like this. 


We told stories most of the way home. 

Thursday July 29th 1909


I said goodbye to the Newtons and played a round with Dadie in the morning. 


In the afternoon I played seven holes with Kay on the ladies links. She’s doing splendidly. 

Friday July 30th 1909


Kay and I played tennis on the station hotel court in the morning. In the scene on the left of this picture. We had absolutely rotten tennis balls but otherwise it was great fun. 


In the afternoon Dadie and I played Mr. Collier and Lord Frederick. We broke even. We had tea afterwards in the clubhouse. Lord Frederick, perfectly seriously, a cigarette. I declined.  

Thursday August 12th 1909


Left for Thurso at 8:50. Reached Thurso about 1:00 and stopped at the “Royal Hotel.” We went for a walk in the afternoon.


The next morning about 9:00 we motored to John O’Groats. It is a very bleak spot with only about two houses and the hotel shown below. 


While we were there we walked to a place on the coast where there were some huge cliffs separated entirely from the mainland. We motored back to the hotel, had lunch, and took the 2:50 back to Dornoch. 


At the “mound” station we had to wait a long time for a special express. Finally Dadie asked the guard if he couldn’t run us to Dornoch, seven miles off and get back in time to meet the express. The guard said they charged 30 shillings ($7.50) for chartering the train. Dadie said he’d give him 30 shillings if he’d take us to Dornoch right away. But the station master said there wasn’t time to run 14 miles (there and back) in an hour. 
Saturday August 14th 1909


I got up early and played a match with Dadie before the ballot.  He beat me 3 up and 2 to go. We had another match in the afternoon and he beat me 4 up and 3 to go. Afterwards I fooled around on the ladies links. 

Thursday August 19th 1909


In the morning I played Mr. Frost Jr. He beat me 6 up and 5 to go and I won the bye 2 up and 2 to go.  In the afternoon I and R. Frost played Mr. Giles and Mr. J. Frost. They beat us 3 up and we halved the bye. 

Tuesday August 31st 1909


Dadie and I had breakfast early and went to Waterloo Station with our clubs and met Mr. L Murdoch and Mr. Ryan and took the train for Wimbledon where there are some fine links. In the morning I played Mr. Murdoch, he gave me half a stroke and I beat him 5 up and 3 to go. In the afternoon we played a foursome, Dadie and I versus Mr. Murdoch and Mr. Ryan. We broke even. 

Wednesday September 1st 1909


In the morning Dadie and I went to Bow Street police court and heard some trials. It was very interesting.


In the afternoon we went to Lad’s to see a cricket match. It simply poured all the time. We sat there for two hours hoping to see something when finally a man came out and took up the crickets. Afterwards we went to Mrs. Colliers for tea. I met Mr. Collier. He’s awfully nice.


In the evening M-, Kay, and two Hogué girls and I went to see “Arséne Lupin.” It was great. The leading man was Dr. Maurier.
Thursday September 2nd 1909


I loafed around in the morning. In the afternoon I went out to “Samages” a sporting goods place and bought via M- my birthday present a “Dreadnought” club.

Mrs. Ryan got appendicitis. Some did not go to dinner. 

Friday September 3rd 1909


I loafed around indoors up to 12:00 when Dadie and I, per invitation, went to Burnham Beeches to lunch and have some golf. We expected to have lunch with Lord Frederick, but instead we had a fine lunch at Lord Frederick’s house. There were two ladies besides Lady Frederick and her daughter, all very nice. 


We had a fine threesome, Dadie played our best ball. Great links, I’m not on to my “Dreadnought” yet.

Saturday September 4th 1909


We left London about 11:45. After I was on board the ship I remembered that I had left my camera on the train and I went back for, I got it alright.

