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Several factors combined to make European tourism popular with relatively privileged 
Americans in the nineteenth century. The advent of trans-Atlantic steam liners by the 1830s and easy access to railroad travel made visiting Europe much easier for Americans in search of cultural refinement, personal adventure, and a clearer sense of American national identity.  Advances in transportation infrastructure led to other changes in the European tourist economy, as hotels, resorts, and other tourist attractions proliferated to satisfy the appetites of American travelers.  As scholars William Stowe and Mary Schriber have also observed, guide books and other published travel accounts helped novice American tourists to structure and make sense of their European travels.  Both Stowe and Schriber comment on the frequency   
