December 10, 1846

Francis Paine’s first journal entry provides us with his thoughts on becoming a teacher.  Along with providing us with descriptions of class sizes and the curriculum offered at the school, Paine also includes his thoughts on the workload of his new job.  
January 24, 1847

Paine’s next entry about schooling comes seven weeks into the school year.  Not only does he talk about wages for teachers in the mid 1800’s, but he also writes about the frustrations that come with the pay.  Paine expresses his opinions on a couple of his students and also speaks of his desire to improve on his level of patience.  
February 1, 1847

In this short excerpt from an entry in early February, Paine speaks of his return to teaching.  

March 10, 1847

School is out with the coming of Spring and Paine must begin his occupation for the time being, farming.    He reflects on the past year of schooling.  Again we see the effects of a harsh Vermont winter and we learn about a years pay for a teacher in the mid 19th century.     
