December 19, 1843
The subject I am now to write upon is a visit to Charlotte on the morning of the 18th of September 1843.  My Mother John and I started on a short journey of about 20 miles.  We were going to Charlotte.  It was a very warm morning and we had not gone far before our horse lost off a shoe, and we had to stop and get one put on.  We rode on and had not gone far and one of our waggon wheels came off and it frightened us very much; we got out and put it on again and John made a wooden linchpin and presently a boy came along with a little pup[p]y; I asked him how much he would take for it and he said one dollar but I did not buy him.  By and by we came to cousin Charles’s and we had our horse taken care of.  The next day I was sick Dr. Gaggest came and saw me and he gave me some medicine cured me.  Thursday the 21 Ma and John and some others went to Burlington and they had a very good visit.  The 22 we went to Mr. Beaches and from there to Mr. McCkiely and saw his green house ma got a very nice plant there.  The 23 we started for home it was a very cloudy morning we stop[p]ed at a tavern and got a very nice dinner and before night we got home.
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George A. Weeks

On Wood

Wood is one of the most useful things we have. If we had no wood in the long winters of New England, we should probably freeze to death.  We make our chairs of wood, and most of our buildings.  Some wood is very costly and others are not.  If there was no wood what should we make our houses of; brick some would say to be sure some could build of brick but some of our poor people have nothing to get brick with; some get most of their living by selling wood and now I have nothing more to say.

George, A, Weeks, Salisbury

December 13, 1843 
On Music

Music I think is a very great thing.  Some music is very good and some is not.  Some is very slow and some is very fast.  And the fast and slow tunes are sang as the occasion requires.  There is something very deep about music.  Most every one can sing but not all.  These are some things that are very effecting and make some people cry those that are very easily effected.  But I don’t believe that any of you could get a tune that could make me cry.  Some animals like’s music.  I recollect that when I went to a caravan they had some very nice music and the elephants kept good time and now I close

George A Weeks
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On grammar geography and arithmetic.

1st
Grammar iss a very useful study.  It teaches us how to speak the English language carefully.  It learns us to avoid speaking the old landish expressions that I have often heard spoken and have spoken them myself.  Orthography teaches us to spell. Etymology teaches us how to form all the words of the English language.  Syntax teaches us how to arrange or form words into sentences correctly.  And now I have no more to say on grammar.  
2nd
Next comes Geography.

Geography teaches us of the world throughout.  It teaches us of Europe and Asia and what animals live there.  It teaches us all about them but the most of us have not been there.  The Chinese are very jealous people.  They have got very large city that no body can enter but themselves.


Now I have no more to say about geography.

3rd
Next comes arithmetic.

Arithmetic teaches how to do sums and how to do sums in our head’s.  most every day we have some thing to do about arithmetic.  When one begins to study arithmetic he thinks it is very hard and indeed it is to me.  I don’t know how it is to other folks. And now I must close.

George A Weeks

Dec 30th 1843
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On Smoking


The Evils of Smoking Tobacco

  Smoking has long been practiced both in foreign countries and our own.  Where people smoke their furniture, clothes and whole house is scented with its odor.  Smoking is indecent, filthy, and to many highly offensive.  When smoking was first introduced into Europe in the sixteenth century, there was a law past that was so severe as to some times cut off the nose for a punishment.  But however in some places it is growing unpopular.  Its daily use in any way deranges the nerves and preaches weakness elyspepsy and many other complaints And chewing tobacco is quite as bad as smoking.  Beside think of the cost of tobacco.  Some persons are deprived to the habit of chewing and smoking and taking snuff all at the same time and think what it must cost them in a few years.  I know of but 3 things that will eat or chew tobacco and they are a species of African goat, the tobacco worm, and man, think; how shameful it is for man to be compared with a worm.
Adieu

January 18th, 1846

War! War!!







January 30, 1847

Is now not the proper time to think on this subject? Is now not the time for our feelings to be aroused, for the welfare of our own country and for our own personal interest.  The war which now exists between us and Mexico was beyond all doubt caused by the annexation of Texas, but she is now a member of our union and I think that the act of her annexation was very injudicious and unconstitutional and we all see the bad effects that have so far attended it.  Can we wonder that the Mexican blood has been roused?  She has had to much reason of apprehending that she is to be robbed of her most valuable domains.  Still, her pride has gone before her prudence & her passion has outran her judgment: but again to our own government how is it being conducted? It is conducted by a James V. Polk and a George M. Dallus, but if a George Washington stood at the head of our government or at the head of our country affairs would be led in a different manner.  Mr. Polk never will have the honorable name of Patre Putriu bestowed upon him.  George M. Dallus never will do for his country what Robert Morris did.  The very climate of Mexico is worse than the war, many a poor fellow went from home in health and vigor and his bones now lay bleaching on the […] grounds.  I don’t think Mexico has acted in many justiceless right I am therefore for …….
Mysteries
Dec 25, 1849
To solve the mysteries that are brought before us in our every day avocations, would be a task too great for any of us to perform.

The most vigorous imagination links us its attempt to donned the mysteries of Divine Wisdom. 

How useful and powerful are the effects of electricity and magnetism.  How mysterious it is, that the magnetic needle will always point to the North, and how useful it is in guiding the marines across the pathless ocean.  And in civil engineering its use is especially well applicable.  We all know the power of electricity in lightning and its use in conveying intelligence with lightning speed.  If a wire could be produced around the globe, intelligence could be conveyed around in one moment of time, a distance nearly 24,000 miles.
But the power of Galvanization is no less wonderful & astonishing.  Which will decompose water into its elementary parts and cause a fowl to flap its wings after life was extinct, and even throw the countenance of a dead mouse into hideous grimaces and contortions.

And I could mention numerous other mysteries that are equally well calculated for the promotion of pleasure to mankind.  Sleep and death are great mysteries which are somewhat similar of which both are required of us.  Great is the mystery that we can lay down and sleep and rise again with renewed energy and vigor.  And much greater is the mystery that we must lay down and die, and be released from all the toils of life and rise again at the resurrection of the dead.

On Religion

The subject I am about to write upon is religion, although there can a great deal be said upon it I can say but little.  Religion is needed the most of any thing the greater part of the world are very far from being Christians, some believe in Muhamedism others Paganism and others in the true god.  There are a great many that think more of this world than another yet to come, but they are greatly mistaken I think.  Those that are rich are (more generally than the poor) very petulant and use a great deal of profane language and in the next world they will be punished.  While the Christians are sitting on the right hand of God in heaven, let me add that it is not riches that makes Christians but it is the heart and feeling and I am sorry to say that one half of the people on this world are not Christians.






Farewell, Jan 30th, 1844

On Temperance
Jan 7th, 1844

Intemperance is one of the meanest and most vile things in existence.  But it is fast going out of date, and I am happy to say it.  A great many men when they were young they had a good fortune to begin their lives upon, but they chance to go to the grog shop and a friend will ask him to drink a social glass with him, and he drinks.  And this will increase his appetite for it, and it will continue to increase until he dies.  Dr. Franklin lived to be a good old age and he was temperate in all things.  Not only had we ought to be temperate in our drink, but in other things tobacco we ought to abstain from.  There is but 3 thing’s things that will eat tobacco.  The first is a species of African goat, the tobacco worm & thirdly the man.  What shame it is that men are to be compared with a goat or a worm, but I do not know any animal that will drink more.

I hope you or I shall never shall drink any. Good Bye


G A Weeks
1844
