Summary 1:

Buffalo Bill’s Border War or The Mexican Vendetta.


Cowboys and Indians are often the first groups that come to mind when discussing the frontier, however there was also an equally hotly contested battle happening on the southern frontier with Mexicans
Notes: Racism towards Mexicans = foolish poison race, blood thirsty
Bullfight, which is seen as very barbaric and animalistic, savage and unsophisticated 

Buffalo Bill = a ideal masculine figure –what young boys could aspire to be, cool under pressure, very skilled with the blade, etc. conquering frontier and other unknown territories, not afraid of death.

-also demonstrates lingering bad feeling about the Alamo

Duel Pg. 6, Mexicans need watching as if they were snakes

Also maybe use the idea that the author is some dude in Jersey and he is shaping a nation\ of young boy’s view of the American West, likely having never been there himself.

Another thing to focus on- romanticized view of the American West as a wild place, no rules, with battles between many different factions.

Summary 2:

Tip Top Weekly: Frank Merriwell’s Red Rival or Fun among the Indians

Racism towards Indians was also very prevalent in this issue. People worrying about being scalped.
Frank M.-fearless hero always rescuing, solving things. Is a boy but illustrates the actions by which one becomes a man, something that teaches young boys. Also uses his keen sense of wit and ability to read people. Frank is always wearing his Yale sweater, and also competes often with Indians in competitions of physical prowess

Abigail Gale, Aunt of Inza, who is also traveling with with her ex-fiance, Bernard -, Inza = damsel in distress, but also really hot. All the guys want to get with her. Frank is very nice Abigail, so as to show good manners and also make a good impression on Inza, Inza, however is into John Swiftwing, or is leading him on.
Ephraim, Yankee from Vermont 
Barney- Irish guy

Hans-Ditch lad

Serve as comic relief with quips back and forth, and humorous failings
“toots” the colored Lad; “where am we, chilluns?” (pg.3)

Pg. 2: Lady spinster is afraid of “redskins”.
Inza-stereotypical damsel in distress

. 
Indian grabs Inza, but Merry saves the day by not letting Carver kill Indian.”
 “about the station were several loungers. Mexicans and Indians.” Pg. 4

Dan Carver- famous outlaw gambler dude who tries to kill “drunken redskin”, nut Merry stops him. Ordinarily pumps Indians full of lead, has been know to shoot first, ask questions later. 

Jonathan Swiftwing-Indian Guy who played football against Merry. Also perhaps an example of an educated Native American since he went to college, acts gentlemanly, dresses sophisticatedly, and Inza can’t believe it. Still has to deal with the Indian stereotype”

Pg.7 “…River bottom, and there several Mexican Families lived, managing to keep soul and body together in some mysterious manner that defies a Northern understanding.”

Carver “that’s the only way to let the devilment out of them dogs” (pg.10) more good quotes on this page, discussing Native Americans. Warns of the Apaches as they are super dangerous.

Pg. 12 – we hear swiftwings part of the story, whether he is just another savage or is he different
Pg. 15 Pueblo has mass where they celebrate St. Geronimo. Also refer again to the “idiot drummer”. Also gives detailed description of a pueblo ceremony on this page, fantastically portraying the village as if it existed on another continent, feeding into the youthful imaginations of its readers. Also, appealing to the curiosity and fascination of Eastern City dwellers who’ve never been to the west
Pg. 16 Abigail don’t make Indians angry, they might kill us all! P. 18 Seems as if she could care less about Indian ceremony
Indians and white men compete in a ball game and Merrys side prevails, but hotly contested. P22
Barney, the Irishman and whirling bear get into a wrestling match, and it ends in a tie as the match is called off since whirling bear tried to break barney’s neck with a sneaky move.

P. 26-swiftwing suddenly captures Enza and speeds away on his horse, where he confesses his love for her, but really she just admired him as a gentlemanly Indian. 
28 He sadly comes to the realization that he will always be a Indian despite his education, he decides not to Here Frank can do no wrong since at the end he actually is consoling swiftwing, and trying to convince him to go back to the “white man’s school”. Inza is really the one to blame since she was to foolish and emotional and led Swiftwing on.

In this issue of Tip Top Weekly, entitled “Frank Merriwell’s Red Rival or Fun among the Indians”, our fearless hero travels to New Mexico to witness a Pueblo Indian celebration called “St. Geronimo Day.” Frank is accompanied by his usual posse, with the additions of Inza, a young spinster who serves as the stereotypical “Damsel in Distress”, along with her aunt and chaperone, Abigail Gale. As Frank and his gang journey into the unknown, the perils of the lawless and rugged frontier loom large from the very start. Abigail Gale worries of the dangers of scalping, even though the Pueblo Indians have never been known to do so (2). Immediately upon exiting the train, Inza is grabbed by an inebriated Indian and saved by Frank’s “Red Rival”, John Swiftwing, a seemingly handsome and sophisticated Indian witnessing the scene. In the aftermath of this incident, Dan Carver, a brawny and rugged outlaw with a gambling problem, aims his revolver at the Indian, later saying it’s “the only way to let the devilment out of them dogs” (10). Carver is the perfect embodiment of the chaos and tension existing on the frontier at this time. Not only does he have strong hatred for every Indian, but he is an outlaw in the truest form as he often shoots first and asks questions later, as Frank puts it (5). 

Frank uses his wit and psychological prowess to diffuse the situation, and the crew sets off to visit the Pueblo village. Inza becomes smitten and intrigued with her Native American rescuer, John Swiftwing, who attends an Indian college in the east, and has even competed against Frank’s Yale team in football (5). Swiftwing is eloquent, gentlemanly, and sophisticatedly dressed; something that seems very astonishing to the group since he’s an Indian. When they arrive at the village, a rivalry develops between Frank and John Swiftwing, which quickly evolves into a series of competitions between Frank’s crew and the Indians. Not surprisingly Frank naturally excels at any test of physical ability, and the competition becomes fierce as they compete for bragging rights and the attention of Inza (22). 
All of sudden, during a wrestling match, Swiftwing hurls Inza over his shoulder and retreats to the hills where he confesses his love for her. Merry is in hot pursuit, and quickly tracks them down and rescues Inza (26).As Frank goes to rescue Inza, Swiftwing comes to the sad realization that despite his schooling he will always be an Indian, and therefore will never be able to integrate into civilized life. He resolves to drop out of the “white man’s school”, and return to his village where is shunned for his refined way of life. Frank, always articulate and polite, actually ends up consoling Swiftwing at the very end of the novel. 

It is clear that the writers of Tip Top Weekly desired to teach young boys how to become men, and Frank Merriwell is the perfect example. He not only excels in sports, but is also a beacon of chivalry and eloquence. On top of his Ivy League education, he also knows how to remain calm and collected under pressure and is not afraid of death. While Frank may seem superhuman, he serves as a perfect role model for young boys and one that parents would definitely approve of. Included in this dime novel is a lengthy and detailed description of a pueblo Indian ceremony (15). While seeming a bit out of the ordinary for dime novel literature, it is important to note that many of the dime novel readers had never travelled to the frontier. Thus, a description and storyline like that of “Frank Merriwell’s Red Rival” appeals to both the curiosity and fascination of a young, city-dwelling reader and furthers a lawless and chaotic yet almost romantic notion of the frontier.
Tales of the frontier and the American west have fascinated readers and viewers for hundreds of years. Western movies which were ever popular in the middle of the 20st century can partially be attributed to the fantastical tales of dime novels around the turn of the century. The frontier was seen as a hectic place with no laws and many dangerous people which strikes both fear and curiosity in many readers, especially young boys. Buffalo Bill is a dime novel series that specifically takes place in this romanticized land of the American West. Most Buffalo Bill issues deal with a different villain and usually illustrate racial undertones and ignorance. “Buffalo Bill’s Border War or The Mexican” is no exception, as it portrays Mexican citizens in a negative light. 

At the very start of the story, we are transported to Wild Bill witnessing a bullfight in the Mexican town of San Luis. The bullfight is described as a savage, barbaric event with the spectators being especially bloodthirsty (2). The author describes the torero as somewhat cowardly in his elusion of the charging bull, and describes the stabbing of the beast as particularly primitive and brutal. After this, Wild Bill ends up falling into the ring whereupon he enters a duel with the bullfighter. The spectators are portrayed to be “mad with the blood lust which bullfighting begets, (and) shrieking to the torero to kill the gringo” (3). Wild Bill deftly talks, fights, and eventually escapes from the eminent danger only to be captured later in the story by an unruly gang of banditos. He soon escapes with the aid of his partner Buffalo Bill, the hero of the series, at which point they lead a stealthy attack on the bandits, capturing them and bringing them to justice (26).

Like many dime novels this story seems a bit formulaic, however it not only illustrates many of the cultural beliefs of the time, but also appeals to the romantic quality of the West that inspires so many young readers. Buffalo Bill’s Border War’s portrayal of the Mexicans is extremely ignorant and racially prejudiced. The bullfight, an age-old tradition in both Mexico and Spain, is illustrated as a heartless, malevolent event which borders on hedonistic behavior. The event is almost likened to the gladiator days of ancient Rome, where the crowd’s only desire is to see bloodshed and barbarianism. The banditos are portrayed as a devious and cunning bunch that “needs watching as if they snakes” (6). One reason for this negative portrayal could be from some of the authors and perhaps much of America’s lingering prejudices over the Battle of the Alamo in 1836. 

Buffalo Bill is a character that seems to define the enchanting vision of the unruly and rugged frontier shared by millions of young boys during the early 20st century. He is the ideal masculine figure that remains cool under pressure and is very skilled with the blade and in combat. He is the perfect hero to conquer the perils of the frontier, and travel into new territory and the unfamiliar foes that lie in wait. Perhaps it is simply an innate fascination with the unknown that fueled reader’s ongoing obsession with the American West and the sale of dime fiction. It is evident; however, that literature and movies about the frontier have and will continue to shape our country’s notion of the West, albeit romanticized.
