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In Classical Arabic, nouns (as well as the adjectives that modify them) inflect for
case-marking, depending on their function in the sentence (i.e., whether they subjects,
objects of verbs, objects of prepositions, the non-initial noun in an iDaafah
construction, adverbial, etc.). There are three case markers in Arabic:
32— G|

For each case, the inflection depends on whether the noun (and the modifying

adjectives) is definite or indefinite, and whether they are singular, dual, or sound
plural.

You can figure out the «!_e] of a particular noun by following the following sequence
of questions. Let’s call this <Y algorithm.

First question to ask is: Is the noun singular, dual, or plural?

If singular, then we need to ask if it is definite or indefinite.

If definite, then it has the following <! _=! markers:

- 109l - i geaiall - € 58 4l

29l | Qaalal | g gh sl
daJl | dad | D
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If indefinite, then it has the following <! _=| markers:

- 1292l - [ geaiall Z £ 58l

29l | caaladl | g ghal)

A fal 5 Ay
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If the noun is dual, then it takes the following <=} markers, for both definite and

indefinite nouns:

If the noun is plural, then we need to ask if it is a broken plural or a sound plural.

If it is a broken plural, then it acts like singular nouns for the purposes of <l <)

depending on whether it is definite or indefinite:

If the noun is a sound plural, then we ask if it is masculine sound plural or feminine

sound plural.

sl | qaaldl | g g8 sl
Y8 ENGY I S SN B s EN
T < <
25 | peaial | g 5l
day | Yy | dsy

O 1090l 5 o gualal) - .58 5l
234l g qgaiall | g g8 sl

If masculine sound plural, then it takes the following <!} markers:

O 1090l 5 o gualal) O .58 5l
29l g galall | g sh sl
Oaluaa () O salusa(d))




e If the noun is a feminine sound plural, then its </_=! depends on whether it is

definite or indefinite.

e If definite, it has the following <2/_e! markers

- 1090l 5 o gualal) - .58 5l
23l g pgaiall | g gh sl
ilalisall Ealalisall
e Ifindefinite, it has the following <!_=! markers:
- 1 29al) 5 pualal) Z .58 4l
23l g gaiall | £ g8 sl

In what contexts do we use each </_s!?

9l eu'g\

e This is used in two main contexts:
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e This i1s used also in two main contexts:
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e This is used also in two main contexts:
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Summary of <Y

9l G geaiall g 58 al)
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Finally, some important notes:

e Adjectives take the same <] as the nouns they modify: Ty GUS &y jii)
e Notice that the 3_~S of s>l induces vowel shift of an attached possessive pronoun:

29l | cpaldl | g gh sl

ERERN

4418 :ﬁ:':( 440

e Notice, finally, that the first person possessive pronoun does not allow the case
marking to appear, such that words like i and v are the same whether they are in
g sl or saiall or )52l Let’s call this here a “suppressed case.”

o <Y marks the end of the noun, and not the end of the word. For example, in the
word 4lee a2 we mark <2l on the end of the noun “Jae”, and not on the
possessive pronoun.

e There is absolutely no x5 on the first noun of an 48ua), whether the 48| is definite
or indefinite: a5 48 & 038 — 4y jall QLS i 8

o If4 Jsiall f Jeldll ff all o ixinl is a phrase of more than one word, only the first
word takes the case-marking. All the other words take their own case-marking:

[l "8 aa] | [lebam) i) sl plina]
xS Jaisa




