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The two patterns II and IV are always transitive, that is, they have to be followed by

an object.
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e Some roots can occur only in the Jxé pattern; some occur only in the J=8i pattern; and

some may occur in both patterns.
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Case-marking aY) <l s ;&G Ll

e In Classical Arabic, nouns (as well as the adjectives that modify them) inflect for
case-marking, depending on their function in the sentence (e.g., are they subjects,
objects of verbs, objects of prepositions, the final noun in an idaafa construction,
etc.?). There are three case markers in Arabic: Jsoaall — @ paidl — & 6 4l For each
case, the inflection depends on whether the noun (and the modifying adjectives) are

definite or indefinite, and whether they are singular, dual, or sound plural.

1. Case endings for definite nouns
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e Notice that the 3_-S of __a<ll induces vowel shift of an attached possessive pronoun:

sl | qaaldl | g g8 sl

e Notice, finally, that the first person possessive pronoun does not allow the case

marking to appear, such that words like € and A are the same whether they are in

g st all or c geaiall or g aall,

2. Case endings for indefinite nouns
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3. Case-endings for duals and sound plurals

e In these cases, we see only two markers, one for ¢ s <!l and one for both « »=idl and

sl

sl g qpall | g 8 sl

Calesa( ) Otaluaa(N) (both definite and indefinite) il

Cralusa( ) Osalus(Jl) | (both definite and indefinite) albud) JS3al) gas

Cilalisall Erlalisall (definite) alled) i all pas

Silabisa Silebia (indefinite) pllad) Suisall pan




The main question now is: In what contexts do we use each case marker? You will

learn this as the semester unfolds and also in the Spring semester. For now, here are

some major guidelines:

Subjects occur in g 52 <l case.
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Similarly, both I+l and &l occur in

g s <l case.
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Objects of verbs occur in « =il case.
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Objects of prepositions occur in s>l

case.
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Any noun that follows the first noun in callall LS
an idaafa construction also occurs in LRI

sl case.
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